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INFORMATION REPORT

REACTIVATION OF THE MEDI CAL SURVEY TEAM FOR THE
FALLOUT

TEST ON MARCH 1, 19s4

Note by the Secretary

The General Manager has requested the attached report
from the Director of Biomedical and Environmental Research
be circulated for the information of the Commission and has
provided the following digest:

It was previously reported to the Commission in
SECY-2304, February 8,

{

1972 and SECY-2471, May 8, 1972
that considerable antagonism generated by political
figures in the Marshall Islands against the AEC and
U.S. resulted in major interference with the medical
survey in March 1972, making it impossible to carry
out the regular annual examinations of the Marsfiallese.
However, an accommodation has now been reached with
the Special Investigating Committee of the Micronesia
Congress whereby the Medical Survey team led by
Dr. Robert Conard, Medical Department, Brookhaven
National Laboratory will be able to resume the
examinations of exposed and control Marshallese. The
accommodation is based on the addition to the team of
three or four independent physician-observers who
will report to the Special Investigating Committee”
their views of the quality and value of the medical
examinations carried out by the Medical Survey team
on its annual examinations. A staff report is
attached.

W. B. MCCOO1

Secretary of the Commission
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STAFF REPORT

by the Staff of the
Divisionof Biomedicaland EnvironmentalResearch

Reactivationof the MedicalSurvey Team for the Marshallese
II 11

Exposed to Falloutfrom the Bravo Test on March 1, 199

The med~cal survey

exposed to falloutfrom

teamwhich annuallyhas examinedthe Marshallese

the March 1, 1954 “Bravo”test, only partially

accomplishedits objectivesthis Spring. Dr. Robert A. Conard,Medical

Dep&rtment,Brookha\”enXationalLaboratory,organizer and leaderof the

team, reports that the teanwas able to examine only 40 of l$l?exposed

and 15 of 60 control}’~sldlese selectedfor examinationthis year.

Many of the hllrshallesethis year did not volunteer for physicalexami-

nationsand the routineclinicalteats. However, three of the five

Marshallesewho have previouslyundergonesurgery for r~movalof neo-

plastic thyroid tissuewere reexaminedat Tripler General Hospitalin

Honolulud’uringApril. NO of these three were escorted to Cleveland

in June for swgical explorationof the neck region for recurrenceor

me%astases. NO abnormalities were found and both people have returned

to the Islands in excellentspiritsand health. Aside from

Dr. Conard has otservednothingwhich changes the s:atus as

Medical Survey.-.

% The exposedMrshallese as well as all the Marshallese

and Utirik Atolls have repeatedlyexpressed discontentwith

these data

of the 1971

on Rongelap

the day by

lle~lll’tment of Energy
~i~~orian’sOffice
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thy medical care and treatmentprotidedby the Medical Serviceof the

Trust Territoryof the Pacific Islands (TTPX). They do not dtstin-

guish betweenthe annual diagnostic-epidemiologicpurposesof the

MedicalSurveyteam and the TTPI medical supportwhich Is Malted by

unusuallysevere logisticproblems. This end other complaints(see

below) 6houldbe viewed in the contextof the uncertainpolitical

situetionpresentlyexistingin the Trust Territory. It is the

policy of the U.S. Governmentto assist the Micronesiansin develop-

in& a democraticself-government.A two-houseCongressionalsystem

has been operativesince l@+ and beginningin October1969 there

have been six roundsof talks aiming at furtherpoliticalautonomy

vls-a-visthe United States. The people of the Tmst Territoryhave

alignedthemselvesinto six island (atoll)groups and a;e competing

for leadership. The Marshall Islandgroup believes it has extra-

ordinaryclaimson the United States becau6e only they have suffered

the dislocationsdue to tests and other militarypurposes.

In August lg’71,M. Ataji Bales, Representativeof the Mrshall

Islandsto the ‘YdcronesianCor~ress,went to Hiroshima,Japan,to

attend the Anti A-and H-Bomb Ceremonieson August 6 to 10. Acting

apparentlyas a Congressmanin behalf of his Marshalleseconstituents,

he invitedthe Gensuiken,the radical left Socialistparty, to send a
>

team of physiciansexpert in radiationeffectsto the MarshallIslands

Depatimentof Energy
Hi~t~rian’s Off@

~RCH\VES
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to examineand treat the exposedpeople. ‘f’heteam arrivedunannounced

at Majuroon December8, 1971 and declaredthey were ready to begin

examiningthe exposed.hfarshallese.Sinceon~ two of the 10 were

physicians,the rest being newspapermen or persons associatedwith

politicalparties, the TTPI decidedto intervene. The AttorneyGeneral

of the TTPI ruled that since the Japaneseteam had entered the Trust

Territoryon visitorvisas they would have to conductthemselvesas

visitors. They left 9 days later afterhaving superficiallyexamined

eight exposedNllrshallesewho chancedto be on Majuro. One of the

physicians,Dr. YoshimaHondo, is not well known in medical circles in

Japan,but is an activist. The other,Dr. Haruo Ezaki is a clinical

professorin the School of Y&dicine,HiroshimaUniversity,and a con-

sultanton thyroiddiseaseto the AtomicBomb CasualtyCommission

(ABCC). He has recentlybeen offeredthe Chair

University. He returnedto Japan 2 days before

exited.

This treatmentof the

rials,speeches,and legal

TrustTerritoryGovernment

Japanese team led to

maneuversdeveloping

&of urgery at Hiroshima

the rest of the team

many newspaperedito-

the theme that the

mat be trying to suppresssomething;that

thiswas an undemocraticaction. In a speech made in connectionwith

introductionof e Bin into the 14dcronesianCongresson January 27,

1972,CongressmanBales statedthat the TTPI has been unresponsiveto

Depaflmentof Ener!JI
H;storian’soffiC8
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the plightof

●llowed these

the exposed Rongelapese

peopleto

them for guineapigs to.

racism is evident;that

be exposed to

and

the

Utirikese;that

1954 fallout so

the U.S.

a8 to we

thatdevelop its medical capabilities;

they have never been adequatelycompensated,

●specially comparedto the Japanese on the “LuckyDragon”;and that

the Americandoctorscollect medical data but do nothing to restore

health.

The BIU proposesestablishmentof a “Special Joint Committeeof

CongressConcerningRongelapand UtirikAtolls”having three members

who shallinvestigatethe results of irradiationon the people of

Rongelapand Utirik;shall attempt to secureany and all medical

assistanceand aid from any possible source;shall attemptto obtain

compensationfor the injuriesdue to radiation;shall

Ings with wers of subpoenaand suit, etc. Funds in

$10,000were providedtogethertith staff. It became

conducthear-

~he amount of

Public Law

4c-33 byunani=ow

Shortlyafter

vote on March 26, 19’72.

this speech the Micronesia Con~resslet it be

known that theywished Dr. Ezski to be addedto Dr. Conar#’sMedical

Survey team scheduledfor March 1 througli 30. This was arranged On

very short noticewith the help of ABCC. Dr. Conard also arrangedfor

~. Toshi@i Kumatori, Director of CUnical Medicine,
b

tute of RadiologicalScience, Chiba, and the physician

-6-
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the seamen exposedto the “Bravo” f~out aboard the “Lucky Dragon”

to Join the team. Shortly before time to join the team Dr. Ezaki

was visited by Franciso Ululong, ● young rationalisticMsrshallese.

After two day8 discussionDr. Ezeki was persuaded that Dr. Conard’s

team would not be acceptedand that his, Dr. Ezaki’s,presencewould

only create more problems. Because of this and m ilMess Dr. Ezaki

decided against joiningthe team on Rongelap. ‘hereuponDr. K~atori

was instructednot to proceed to Rongelap,althoughhe was tilling to

disregardUlul.ong’sarguments. By virtue of Dr. EzBki’sabsence the

MarshalleseCongressmenfelt that their conditionshad not been met

and they advisedthe people not to cooperatewith Dr. Conard’steam.

The SpecialJointCommitteecreatedby PublicIaii4C-33 has taken

their responsibilities seriouslyand apparentlywithoutbias. The
4

Committee or some of its members have visitedHiroshima,Nagasaki,

CMba and the UnitedNationsTrusteeshipCouncil;have held hearings

on Utirik, Rongelap,Majuro and Saipan; and have collectedan extensive

nunhr of documentson their subject. —

The Committeehas also developedan accommodationwhereby Dr.

Conard has been invitedto reassemblethe MedicalS<xveyteam and com-

plete the survey of the Marshal.3.ese during September providing that the

, team i-n~ludethree or four independentobserver-physiciansexpert in

radiationeffects.’Thesemen would report to the Committee their opinions

of the importanceof the Medical Survey and of the presenthealth status

of the exposedWrshallese.
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It was suggestedthat one of the observer-physiciansbe ● Japenese,

preferably Dr. Waki, a second to be selected by the Surgeon General of

the U.S. Publ$cHealth Service, and a third tobe recouxnendedby the

World Health organiza~ion. Thus the High Commissionerof the Trust

Territoryacttng for the Chairman of the Committeehas intited Drs. H.

Ezaki and T. Kumatorl,Identifiedabove; Dr. William Cole, Bureau of

RadiologicalHealth,Food and Drug Administration,was selectedby Dr.

Jesse Steinfeld3SG/USPHS;and Dr. E. E. Pochin,O.B.E.,Directorof the .

MedicalResearchCouncil’sClinicalResearchUnit, UniversityCo~ege

MedicalSchool,kndon, recommendedby Dr. M. G. Candau,Director

Generalof the World HealthOrganization,Geneva. Dr. Pochin is prob-

ably the world’s

of man.

The Special

Resident of the

foremostauthorityon radiationeffectson the thyroid

JointCommittee,the MarshalleseCongressmen,and the 7
4 /

Micronesia Congresshave severallyand individua~y ‘
/
!

statedthroughthe High Commissionerthat there will be no interference~
I

with a completemedicalsurveyof the exposed and controlpeople; in ~

fact, they win assistwhere possible. Thus, as-of this point every-

thing seems in order for a successfulexpeditionwhich’isscheduledfor

September7 through27, 1972, ernbukiw from and returningto Kwajale~=

The Divisionof Biomedicaland EnvironmentalResearch (DEER)has

coopera~edcloselywith the TerritorialOffices of the De~artmentof

Interioron this matter,exchanginginformationand messagesand is

able to providemuch more detailedinformationshouldit be desired.
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